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“Messengers of perfect joy in
every circumstance, they should
strive to bring joy and hope to

others.”

.+«
Immaculala UFS
Fraternity
3312 Dryden Road
Fort Worth, TX 76109-3798
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The song of praise
Lifty to-the heavens,
as we play our part!
We sing “Holy, Holy, Holy”
with all the goodness
i our hearty!
JOIN IN THE SONG
OF FRANCISCAN JoY!

by Kathy Elinger, OFS

Come and see!

Secular Franciscan
The way of Life
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Immaculata Fraternity will now be
meeting the First Sunday of every
month at 2:00pm upstairs in the
Parish Hall. We welcome you to
come and join in prayer, formation

and fellowship!

Immaculata Fraternity

Come and see!

Every first Sunday, 2:00PM

August 6

St. Andrew Catholic Parish,
3314 Dryden Rd
Fort Worth, TX
ofs@standrewcc.org
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Having A Bad Day?

Relax, and Look to the Cross!
By Deborah Pettie

Have you had a day when it seems that no matter
what you did or how hard you tried, everything was
going wrong? I recall going for a job interview for
what I thought was going to be the perfect job for
me. I had studied the company, practiced answers to
possible questions, and even shopped for a new suit.
I wanted the job desperately. The day of the
interview, it rained. My hair looked like Orphan
Annie. The new suit I bought was dry clean only and
by the time I got there, it looked like I had slept in it
for a week. The interviewer was very distracted and
did not ask any of the questions I had practiced and
seemed to zone in on all of the shortcomings in my
resume. I did not get the job. Looking back on it
now, the rain was a godsend. The company, I later
found out, was having financial problems and the
“ dr e & plimiha@ddluring the downsizing.

While I was devastated at the time I learned I didn’ t
get the job I learned the valuable lesson of not
clinging to my wants.

This reminds me of the story whereby Saint
Francis and Brother Leo were walking along ans the
brother asks the Saint, “* Wh a t ?” indthe Baidty
tesponded,” | f, when we shal
destination, all drenched with rain and trembling
with cold, all covered with mud and exhausted from
hunger; if, when we knock at the convent gate, the
porter should come angrily and ask us who we are; if,
after we have told hi
he should answer ang@u.il
are two impostors going about deceiving the world,
and taking alms from the poor; begone I say.” At
that moment, how would you respond? Do you
sometimes have a sense that God is no longer in
your life? Do you see your bad day as a day to look
to the cross?

As Franciscans, we look to the gospel to pattern
our life. Would you see being turned away from
someone you know and being called a liar by that

friend as a good thing?

OWhoever wi shes to col
his cr os s—Matéewd6:24 ol | ow

Catechism of the Catholic Church

JOY

1829 The fruits of charity are joy, peace, and
mercy; charity demands beneficence and fraternal
correction; it is benevolence; it fosters reciprocity
and remains disinterested and generous; it is
friendship and communion: Love is itself the
fulfillment of all our works. There is the goal; that
is why we run: we run toward it, and once we
reach it, in it we shall find rest.'®
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:Eﬁ GETTING SLAUGHTERED HE'S QUOTING FROM THE BOOK OF JOB,
AGAN SCHROEDER..] ONT CHARLIE BROWN... SEVENTH VERSE,

0E HAVE TO SUFFER LIKE THES ? CIETLCHARIER
U ] -

2P -4 |
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ACTUALLY. THE PROBLEM | / IF A PERSON HAS BAD
OF SUFFERING I5 A VERY [[ LICK, IT'5 BECAUSE HEG
PROFIND OKE, AND.__J| DO SOHETHIG R0,
* 'S WHAT 1
G ALWAYS SAY!
Ty

A PERSON (HO SPEAKS
ONLY OF THE "PATIENCE “0F |
08 REVEALS THAT HE KNOWS

My brethren, count it all joy
when you fall into various trials,
> knowing that the testing of your

faith produces patience.
James 1:-2-3
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POPE FRANCIS

MORNING MEDITATION IN THE CHAPEL
OF THE
DOMUS SANCTAE MARTHAE

Ode to joy
Monday, 23 May 2016

(by L'Osservatore Romano, Weekly ed. in English, n.
22, 3 June 2016)

“The identity card of a
before the “greatness of
“ s al v aHlasigiGemtd hurha@ty, leads the believer to a
joy that none of |ife’'s (¢
are a “certainty that Jes;:

I nspired by the I iturgy
was a true ode to joy at the Mass he celebrated at Santa Marta
on Monday morning. The Pope wanted to specifically re-read
the opening words of the song taken from the First Letter of
Peter (1:3-9) whi ch, he said, bg
“joyfulness” and t he itafglo 3

force”, recalls the begin

Peter, in fact, writes:
Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have been born
anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, and to an inheritance which is imperishable,
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by
God's power are guarded through faith for a salvation ready

to be revealed in the | a;j
These are words i n whdrec
the greatness of God”, by
Jlod—‘in Jesus Christ —asd
made in us"”. |t i s an ast
cheerful ness”. |l mmedi at el

“key phrheesd’™etdafer’ s text,
The joy the apostle speaks of is lasting. For this reason,
Pope Francis explained, Peter adds in the epistle that, even if
for a little while you afi
joy fromthebegi nning “will not |
stems from “what God has

in Christ and has given x
a

Christians depicted as
Pope said, is also ours. This is where joy comes from. Peter
concludes his message in

indescribable and gl oriod

From all of this, the Pontiff emphasized, we understand

P

—

that joy is truly the *“wvi
noted, dri swamamnwho has j|
more: “There can be no C
mi ght object, saying: “BE
people “are not Christia
not, they are missing something” . That i s wf
“the identity card of a CC

Gospel, the joy of having been chosen by Jesus, saved by
Jesus, regenerated by Jesus; the joy of the hope that Jesus is
waiting for us”. Tcogesakdo p ¢
sufferings of this |ife”,

another way, with the “pe

“

assurance t hat Jesus a C (
fact, Christians see that
They know well that “ God
them, God accompanies them and is waiting for them. This

i s joy".

In contrast to this ode to joy, the liturgy of the day proposes

“anot her word”, one |inked
Mark (10:17-27)i n whi ch we read ab
approached Jesus in order
young man”, capable of *“cgd
read, “fixed his gaze upon

proposal to t hisesnetyibnlgk: seia n
all that you have, give everything to the poor and come, follow
me” ; but upon hearing thes
and he went away sorrowful

The young man, Pope Fran
his heart tojoyandch o s e sadness” . Why
is clear: “Because he had
goods” Furthermore, Jesus
serve two masters: you either serve the Lord or you serve
riches”. Ref erdspolt ghoutaew days t h
ago, the Pope explained:
but it is bad when one *“ s¢
the young man went away S8
away sorrowful?”

This scene also shedslightu pon our daily
pari shes, communities and
if “we find people who say
Christian, but are sad”, i

It is the duty of everyone to helpthe s e peopl e
take away that sadness, so that they may rejoice in the Gospel
and have this joy which is

Pope Francis wanted to expand upon this central concept,
and to link joy to the amazement that emerges — as Peter
recalls in his letter —“ bef ore revel atio
God, before the emotions 0
can say that “a Christian

a ma z e—mehithaldo returns at the end
" W l

One word —
of the Gospelpassa ge of the day,
apostles how this good young man could not follow him,
because he was attached to riches, and says that it is very
difficult for the rich, those who are attached to riches, to enter
the kingdom o Heatvenhey Wa
astonished” and asked: *“wh

The Pope explained that a man, a Christian, can be so
amazed before such greatness and beauty, that one might think:
“l cannot do it. 1 do not
hisdiscipl es f aces, Jesus gives
impossible for men — man cannot do it... — but it is not so
for God!”. We can, therefd
of joy” and be saved “fron
worl dlifdevsgs™h, tdoel syt rength
the Holy Spirit?"”.

Therefore, the Pope concluded his homily with an
invitation, saying “let us
amazement before him, before the many spiritual treasures he
has given us; and with this amazement that he give us joy, the
joy of our lives and of living amidst many difficulties with peace
in our hearts; May he protect us from seeking happiness in the
many things that ultimately make us sad: things that promise

much, but will not giveusany t hi ng” . I n coi
this well: a Christian is a man or woman of joy, of joy in the
Lord; a man or woman of wg
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A Prayer for Healing

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, like a watchful shepherd, you care for us,
and provide us with all that we need.

You shower us with your love

and send people into our lives to help care for us,

especially in time of sickness or pain.

I pray for healing for myself

and for all who suffer because of illness
or advanced age.

I pray especially for - (Mention your
intentions here,)

In the midst of our pain and weakness,
strengthen our faith that we may be
filled with hope in you.

In the midst of our frustrations and
discouragement, give us patience that
We may accept our own limitations.

In the midst of our loneliness and fears,
help us know we are not alone,

that you walk with us each moment of our lives.

Be with us, Lord, in our time of need.

Heal s in body, soul and spirit

that we may rejoice in your grace and blessings in this world

and come to enjoy the fullness of your presence in the life to come.

We make this prayer in your name,
for you are our Risen Lord, Jesus. Amen

Anne Falgout
Adele McGookin
Catherine Khaled, OFS
Fr. Gerald Gordon, T.O.R.
Fr. Joe Janiszeski, T.O.R.

Maggie Lieser

If you have someone thatou would like to add to our
prayer chan, please contact Mary Jo McCoy at
pandmj@sbcglobal.net

Fraternity Calenda

8/2 Our Lady of the Angels of the Portiuncula

8/4 St. John Vianney, Priest 11T Order

8/6 Immaculata Fraternity Meeting
Transfiguration of the Lord

8/8 Holy Father Dominic, Priest, founder, Order
of Preachers

8/11 St. Clare of Assisi, Virgin, IT Order
8/14 St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest I Order
8/15 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8/17 St. Roch, IIT Order

8/19 St. Louis of Toulouse, Bishop, I Order
8/21 St. Pius X, Pope III Order

8/22 Queenship of Mary

8/23 St. Blanche, III Order

8/24 St. Bartholomew, Apostle

8/25 St. Louis IX, King, IT Order

8/27 The Seven Joys of Mary

St. Maximillian
Kolbe was born in
Poland and was a
Franciscan. He

I founded the

< lmmaculata

- Movement devoted

EELLTE v raete

Written & Tllustrated by John Sheppard

were chosen to
in reprisal for a
oner escape.

e offered himself

E(i“e of a young
- huband and father.
- He was the last of
the ten to die after
enduring two weeks
of starvation, thirst
and neglect.
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For those of you reading this addition of Fraternity
Reflectionson our webpage or through Facebook, and feel
called to the Franciscan way, please contact us,and w
be glad to direct you in the best possible way, rather it be in
the Order of Secular Franciscans or in a Franciscan
Rel i gious Vocat iywntocordaobthd
Immaculata Fraternity meetings Please Note: In discerning
a life with us, you must be a member of the Catholic
Church in good standing and in a spirit of unity.

We look forward to meeti




Come and join us at our new church home
September !
Good Shepherd Parish
1000 Tinker Rd, Colleyville, TX
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Watch your emaills for

date and time

Bring a friend!
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